VI Cvaghelie Jappa

recurs lo paternitate ideii Jocurilor Qlimpice Moderue

Fascinati de istoria acestui inca prea putin cunoscut
personaj european al veacului al XIX-lea, vom Incerca
sd aducem argumentele care sda demonstreze cd, prin
fapte si anvergura, Evanghelie Zappa va ramane de-a
pururi si va apartine, deopotriva, istoriei culturii si
civilizatiei Greciei si Romaniei, cat §i migcarii olimpice
universale, va fi un cetatean al Balcanilor si o pilda de
europenism. De altfel, intr-o ,,Proclamatie”, tiparita la
Bucuresti, In vara anului 1852, Zappa mentiona: ,,Eu am
iubit si iubesc pe greci, i-am respectat gi-i respectez incd,
nu mai putin iubesc §i respect §i pe romani, a caror tard
am adoptat-o ca p-o al doilea Patrie a mea §i am ales
umbra legilor ei sub care trdiesc astazi”.

O parcurgere succinta a biografiei sale ne va releva
ca a sprijinit dezvoltarea culturii romanesti §i europene
cu o generozitate extraordinard, a fost un mare sfatuitor
al oamenilor vremii sale, este unul din promotorii
Jocurilor Olimpice Moderne, iar la Brostenii de lalomita
a savarsit cu adevarat lucrare de obste. Aici, prin buna
gospodarire, a acumulat legendarele sale averi, aici si-a
plamadit initiativele de anvergura europeana.

Desi este lacunara din perspectiva documentelor
autentice, totusi biografia lui Evanghelie Zappa poate fi
reconstituitd in mare parte.

Se stie ca s-a nascut in anul 1800, la Lamporo (in alte
transcrieri Lamparo/ Lambove/ Lampobo ) din Epirul
de nord, una din cele mai interesante arii etnografice ale
nord-vestului Greciei, aflata la acea vreme sub
stapanirea Imperiului Otoman, acum parte a regiunii
Girokastra din Albania. Comunitate era formata in mare
majoritate din vlahi sau aromani, iar familia lui
Evanghelie Zappa 1i cuprindea pe tatal sau, negustorul

Satul Brosteni din comuna Ion Roata, judetul Ialomita, 1si leaga
numele de una dintre persoanlititile care au marcat istoria
Baraganului: Evanghelie Zappa (1800-1865), mare proprictar de
pamanturi, fermier intreprinzator si energic negustor de cereale
din Romania secolului al XIX-lea, luminat si generos filantrop, ramas
in cronica modernd a Europei indeosebi ca promotor al reluarii
traditiei Jocurilor Olimpice moderne.

Daca 1i tdlcuim numele si prenumele, vom avea surpriza de a
descoperi aproape o predestinare! Dupa nume, “Zappa” (zapa) este o
unealta folosita in agriculturd pentru afinarea pamantului. Si Zappa a
afanat Indestuldtor pamantul Baraganului spre folosul taranilor si al
Tarii. Dupa prenume, (E)vanghelie inseamna “vestea cea mai buna”.
Citindu-i istoria si respectand proportiile de asemanare vom intelege
catavestit Evanghelie Zappa Tarii Romanesti, Balcanilor si Europei!
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Vasile Zappa, mama sa — Sotira, care provenea dintr-o familie vestitd
de aromani, fratele Anastase si sora Marina. Botezandu-si copilul
Evanghelie, sotii Zappa se asigurau cé el va purta credinta crestin-
ortodoxa, chiar dacd majoritatea conationalilor sai albanezi erau
musulmani. Peste vreme, crucea sau semnul crucii au fost prezente, pe
insemnele heraldice de pe monumentul sau funerar sau in forma de
dispunere a spatiilor Zappeion-ului realizat la Atena dupa proiectele
sale.

Interesant este ca, in biografia lui Evanghelie Zappa, originea sa
etnica a stat sub semnul multor interpretari, avansandu-se idei ca ar fi
fost albanez, macedoroman sau grec. Faptul ca acesta vorbea greaca si
s-a zbatut toata viata sa reinvie Jocurile Olimpice i-a facut pe unii sa
aprecieze ca acesta era grec, nu aroman. Peste ani, rudele lui
Evanghelie Zappa au contestat, oficial si public, cd el ar fi de
nationalitate elend, proband si in instanta originea sa albaneza. Dupa
stabilirea sa definitivd in Tara Romaneascd, Evanghelie Zappa a

declarat, de
nenumarate ori,
dubla sa cetatenie:
greaca §i romanad, in
urma adoptarii tarii
noastre ,,ca p-o al
doilea Patrie — pana
la sfarsitul vietii”.




5vang4elie Bappa

appeal 1o the poternity of the idea of Meoderu olgmpic Gowes

Zt= Brosteni village from the commune
Ton Roatd, Talomita County, connects its
name with one of the personalities who
marked the history of Baragan:
Evanghelie Zappa (1800-1865). He was a
big owner of lands, enterprising farmer
and energetic cereals merchant from the
XIX century Romania, an illuminated and
generous philanthropist, remained in the
Europe modern chronicle mostly as a
promoter of retaking the tradition of the
modern Olympic Games.

If we translate his name, we will have
the surprise to discover almost a
predestination! After the surname,
“Zappa” (zapa) is a tool used in
agriculture to break up the land. And
Zappa broke enough the land of Bardgan
for the use of the villagers and of the
Country. His first name, (E)vanghelie
(Evangel) means “the good news”.
Reading his history and respecting the
resemblance of the proportion we will
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understand how much Evanghelie Zappa Although lacunose from the authentic documents perspective, Evanghelie
announced to Walachia, the Balkans and | Zappa's biography can be reconstituted in most part. We know he born in 1800, at
Europe! Lamporo (in other transcriptions Lamparo/ Lambove/ Lampobo ) in North Epirus,

Fascinated by the history of this too | one of the most interesting ethnographic areas in north-west Greece, in those time
little known European character of the | under the domination of the Ottoman Empire, now a part of the Girokastra region in
XIX century, we will try to gather all the | Albania.

arguments to prove that, after his deeds The community was formed mostly of Walachs or Macedo-Romanians, and
and scope, Evanghelie Zappa will forever | Evanghelie Zappa's family included his father, the merchant Vasile Zappa, his mother
remain in the Greek and Romanian | — Sotira, who came from a famous Macedo-Romanian family, his brother Anastase

cultural history and civilization. He will and sister Marina. Baptizing their child Evanghelie, the Zappa husbands ensured that
also forever remain to the universal he will bear the Christian-Orthodox belief, even though most of their Albanian co-
Olympic movement, and he will be a nationals were Muslims. In time, the cross or the sign of the cross were presented, on
citizen of the Balkans and European the heraldic signs of his funeral monument or in the disposing form of the Zappeion
model. In a , Proclamation”, printed at | spaces made atAthena after his projects.

Bucharest, in summer 1852, Zappa
mentioned: ,,/ loved and I still love the
Greeks, I respected and still respect the
Romanians also, whose country I adopted
as my second Country and I chose the
shadow of its laws to live under.”

A short review of his biography will
show us that he supported the
development of the Romanian and
European culture with an extraordinary
generosity, he was a great adviser of the
men in his times, he is one of the
promoters of Modern Olympic Games,
and at Brostenii of [alomita he truly made
a community work. Here, with good
management, he gathered his fabulous
fortune, here he forged the European
initiatives.
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Oricate argumente ar exista pro sau contra uneia
sau alteia dintre abordarile privind originea etnica,
un lucru ramane esential : Evanghelie Zappa
apartine prin nastere Balcanilor, iar prin cultura,
mentalitate, initiative si experientd fondatoare,
spiritului european.

A avut cetdtenia tuturor celor pe care i-a iubit i
pentru eliberarea carora a luptat, ajutdndu-i sa-si
modernizeze viata social-economica si culturald
pentru a-si realiza mai rapid idealurile.

Documentele de care dispunem nu ne ofera prea
multe date despre primii ani ai copildriei si tineretii
lui Evanghelie Zappa. A avut mai multe
indeletniciri, dar si o tinerete zbuciumata, retindndu-
se cainca din anul 1813 activa ca strajer - de la varsta
de 13 ani! - 1n satul Mazia, in armata celebrului Ali
Pasha din Ianina, unde a ramas pana in 1820. A
participat, in mai 1820, la lupta impotriva armatelor
sultanului Mahmud al II-lea, a devenit unul dintre
vitejii cei mai apropiati ai revolutionarului Marcos
Botsaris (Marco Bociari) si chiar aghiotant al
acestuia, obtindnd gradul de maior (comandor, in
unele lucrari) si 1nalta distinctie ,,Arhanghelul
Mihail” si participand la multe batalii impotriva
turcilor pentru independenta Greciei.

Au fost ani care l-au marcat, deoarece intr-o
., Proclamatie” semnata de Evanghelie Zappa in
,» Vestitorul Romanesc — gazeta semi-oficiala”, care
aparea la Bucuresti cu caractere chirilice, declara:
Win timpul razboiului Greciei [razboi de eliberare
nationala: [1821-1829], dupa ce am fost jefuit de
toata averea mea de catre stapanitorii §i cArmuitorii
locurilor unde ma aflam, dupa ce mumd-mea
batrand au fost adusa in orasul laninii si au gezut in
Ostrovul de acolo numit Micii la Mandastirea llieca
doi ani de zile la inchisoare i cu fiarele de picioare
numai ca sa [iJes eu din tara Greceasca, am
despretuit toate acestea, calcand in piciere pand si
dragostea parinteascd, s-am ramas acolo pana la
terminarea razboiului ca sa ma jertfescu impreund
cu ddnsii §i sd le dau o mai intinsd dovada de afectia
mea catre Patrie si patriofi. ”.

in dezacord cu o parte din masurile de organizare
a armatei grecesti i in conflict cu unele personalitati
ale Greciei acelor timpuri, Evanghelie Zappa s-a
hotarat sa paraseasca definitiv cariera militara si
Grecia, stabilindu-se in Tara Romaneasca, dupa
anul 1830.

S-a stabilit 1ntdi la Brdila, avand probabil
pasaport al Imperiului Otoman. Beneficiind de
protectia acordata negustorilor strdini de a nu plati
impozite, dar fiind si o fire intreprinzatoare si
dovedind o deosebitd abilitate negustoreasca,
Evanghelie Zappa a initiat un comert activ cu Tarile
Romane, aparand in scurta vreme ca posesorul celei
mai insemnate averi din societatea romaneasca a
vremii sale.

Asupra modului cum fusese facutd aceasta
avere, abordarile sunt contradictorii.

Theodor Vacarescu, fiu de mare mosier, scria in
anul 1892, ca ,,acest Vanghele venise necunoscut,
obscur gi sarac in Tara Romadneasca i se indeletnici
mai intdi aici cu arendasgia, pe atunci cdnd exista la
noi claca”. Legendele sunt mai numeroase si, firesc,
cu multa fabulatie! Se spune ca venise cu carute cu
galbeni furati din atacurile date asupra convoaielor
turcesti care transportau birurile adunate in
Peninsula Balcanica sau din pirateria din zona
Salonicului.
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O alta legendd vorbeste despre faptul ca ar fi vindecat de ,,buba
neagrd” o fatd de Sultan sau Mare Vizir, iar ca recunostintd acesta l-ar fi
trimis In Tara Romaneasca si aici, Insotit fiind de un alt célaret, li s-a spus
ca atat cat vor reusi sa cdlareasca de la rasaritul soarelui, primul inspre
sud, celdlalt Inspre nord si sa revina spre a se intdlni la apusul soarelui, atat
se vaintinde mosia pe care avea sa o primeasca Zappa.

De asemenea, se spune ca se imbogatise asa de mult, incat ar fi voit sa-
siinveleasca castelul cu banuti de aur i cd umplea poala cu galbeni fetelor
pe care le placea, pentru ca s se poatd marita cu zestre. Daca documentele
istorice ni-l infatiseaza ca un mare boier luminat, un umanist cu idei
capitaliste, legendele, in schimb, ni-1 redau ca un om rautacios, ambitios,
orgolios si crud.

Dupa ,,vietuirea de mai multi ani pe pamantul acestei tari romanesti”,
Evanghelie Zappa devine cetitean romén in anul 1844 si, odata cu
cetatenia, dobandeste si dreptul de a avea proprietati. Asa devine in cativa
ani unul dintre cei mai mari proprietari de pamanturi, paduri, hanuri, mori
de fainasi fabrici de spirt.

In anul 1844, Evanghelie Zappa a ajuns la Brosteni, unde cumpirase
mosia Brostenii Noi, ,,cu toate trupurile si numirile ei”, conform actului
incheiat la 11 decembrie 1844, de la serdarul Ioan Al. Filipescu, zis
Vulpache, fiul vornicului Al. Filipescu-Vulpe si ginerele fostului
domnitor Gh. Bibescu (1842-1848).

Aflat in bune relatii cu cativa mari boieri munteni, in frunte cu
Filipestii, Bibestii, Slatineanu, Lehliu, Catargiu s.a., Zappa a putut
cumpara, chiar de la acestia, si alte proprietati. Bunurile pe care Zappa le
detinea in judetul Ialomita le stim din Testamentul sau: ,, Brostenii cu
morile, piua, padurile, magaziile, casele si celelalte de pe dansa,; Ulestii
si Megiesasca cu trupurile lor si cele lipite de dansa, Bereasca cu
hanurile i padurea Stoieneasca ce se zice Pisica, cu deosebite trupuri,
Slujitorii si Valea Mdcrisu cu cele de pe dansa doud sate intr-un trup,
Ceganii si Percenii cu baltile, paduri si alte asemenea, intr-un trup, toate
acestea situate in districtu lalomita”.




Z1= Interesting is the factthatin Evanghelie Zappa's biography, his ethnical
origin stood under the sign of many interpretations, advancing the idea that
he was either Alban, Macedo-Romanian or Greek. The fact that he spoke
Greek and that his entire life he fought to revive the Olympic Games made
some to assert that he was Greek, not Macedo-Romanian. After many years,
Evanghelie Zappa's relatives contested, officially and in public, the fact that
he might be of Hellenic nationality, proving in court his Alban origins. After
his definitive establishing in Walachia, Evanghelie Zappa declared,
countless times, his double citizenship: Greek and Romanian, after
adopting our country ,,as his second Country—until I die”’.

No matter how many arguments exist pro or against one of the other
theories regarding his ethnic origin, one thing remains essential:
Evanghelie Zappa belongs by his birth to the Balkans, and by his culture,
mentality, initiatives and foundational experience to the European spirit.

He had the citizenship of those whom he loved and for whose freedom
he fought, helping them to modernize the socio-economical and cultural life
to accomplish more rapidly their ideals.

The documents we have do not offer too many data about the first years of
Evanghelie Zappa's childhood and youth. He had many occupations, but also
a tumultuous youth, a fact proved by the fact that since 1813 he activated as a
guard —he was 13! - in the village Mazia, in the army of the famous Ali Pasha
from lanina, where he stayed until 1820. He took part, in May 1820, at the
battle against Sultan Mahmud II's armies, he became one of the closest braves
of the revolutionary Marcos Botsaris (Marco Bociari) and even his adjutant.
He obtained the rank of Major (commander, in some sources) and the high
distinction ,,Archangel Michael” and participated at many battles against the
Turks for Greece's independence.

These were the years that marked him,
because in a ,, Proclamation” signed by
Evanghelie Zappa in ,,Vestitorul Romanesc —
semi-official journal”, that appeared in
Bucharest with Cyrillic letters, declared:
"During the war of Greece [a war for national
freedom: [1821-1829], after I was robbed of my
entire fortune by the masters and leaders of
those lands, after my old mother was brought in
the city laninii and sat in the Islet from there
named Micii at the Ilieca Monastery for two
years in prison and with chains around her feet
for me to get out from the Greek country, I
despised all these, trampling under my feet the
fatherly love, and I stayed there until the war
ended to sacrifice along with them and to prove
once more my affection for the Country and the
patriots.”

In discountenance with some of the
organizing measures of the Greek army and in
conflict with some personalities from Greece,
Evanghelie Zappa decided to leave for good the
military career and Greece, establishing in
Walachia after the year 1830.

At the beginning he settled in Braila,
probably having an Ottoman Empire passport.
Having the advantage of the protection offered
to the foreign merchants, not to pay taxes, but
also being an enterprising nature and having
special merchant skills, Evanghelie Zappa
initiated active commerce with the Romanian
Countries. Not after long he appeared as the
possessor of the most important fortune in the
Romanian society of those times.

Regarding the way in which that fortune was
gathered, the approaches are contradictory.

Theodor Vicarescu, the son of a great
landowner, wrote in the year 1892, that ,, this
Vanghele was unknown, obscure and poor when
he first came in Walachia and started to do some
leasing, in a time when we had the corvee.” The
legends are numerous and, of course, fabulous!
They say that he came with wagons filled with
gold coins stolen during the attacks against the
Turk conveys that transported the tributes
gathered in the Balkan Peninsula or from piracy
in the Salonic area. Another legend speaks
about the fact that he healed from ,,carbuncle”
the daughter of a Sultan or Great Vizier, and in
his gratitude he send him to Walachia. Here,
accompanied by another rider, was said that for
as long as they will manage to ride from sunrise,
the first one toward the south, the other toward




Lor li se mai addugau mosia de la Scutelnici-
Buzau cumparata de la de paharnicul Constantin
Lipanescu, mostenirea domeniului Budesti, fosta
proprietate a lui lancu Manu, locuinta si Hotelul
Athena din Bucuresti (situat pe Calea Mosilor,
probabil inspre Piata Sf. Gheorghe), numit in
epoca Hanul Cernica, o ,,povarna” (fabrica de
spirt), amplasata la 1,5 km spre malurile
lalomitei, cateva acareturi in Epir. Moara de faina
cu 12 postave (pietre) era prin marimea, dotarea si
numarul angajatilor unica in Tara Romaneasca.

Toate acestea demonstreaza personalitatea
polivalenta a lui Evanghelie Zappa, preocuparea
pentru modernizarea s§i practicare pe baze
stiintifice a agriculturii, crearea unor ferme-
model, dotarea cu utilaje agricole de la Viena —
capitala Imperiului hasburgic — si poate si din
Franta, introducerea unor sisteme de evidentd
adaptate contabilitatii moderne, dezvoltarea
industriei prelucratoare de produse agricole
(mori, fabrica de spirt) si altele.

A scris cartea bilingva - greceste si romaneste
- JIrdntorul”, , cuprinzand observatiuni
experimentale asupra agriculturii §i taxelor
mogiilor”, adevarat manual de instruire a
poporului roman in problemele unei agriculturi
sistematice, eficiente si va fi in grupul de
initiativd privind infiintarea unei Societati de
Agricultura in Tara Romaneasca.

Seceta din anii 1845/1846 care a cuprins
intreaga Europa a condus la cresterea preturilor
produselor agricole si reducerea exportului de
cereale, afectand serios viata economica §i
sociald. In aceste conditii, Evanghelie Zappa
trimitea in aprilie 1848, spre vanzare, care cu grau
la Bucuresti, Oltenita, Célarasi, Buzau, Silistra,
Ulmeni etc. ,iar in anul 1851, in Rusia, afectata si
ea de secetd, o cantitate apreciabilda de faina,
pentru a sprijini armata In lupta ei Impotriva
turcilor. Pentru ca in Bucuresti a trimis ,,grdu cu
pret scazut (130 lei/ kila)” si a donat Sfatului
Oragenesc o cantitate de grau, domnitorul
Gheorghe Bibescu il cinstea pe Evanghelie Zappa
cu titlul de Pitar, 1a 11 februarie 1846.

Dupa planurile lui Zappa, Tnanul 1857, a fost
construit conacul de la Brosteni, care avea un
etaj, cu camere spatioase, frumos impodobite
si luxos mobilate. Se intelege ca din interiorul
locuintei nu lipseau confortul, bunul gust, chiar
luxul, straluceau bogatia, traiul cel putin
imbelsugat, daca nu fastuos, mobilierul in stil
european, cu portelanuri, argintarii i carti, toate
emanand bogatie i un trai indestulat. Conacul era
imprejmuit cu ziduri inalte de 2 metri, prevazute
cu turnuri de observatie, avea o frumoasa livada
cu pomi fructiferi i gradini cu flori menite sa
adauge locului un plus de ospitalitate. Fauna
locurilor unde se aflau conacul si mosiile lui
Zappa si care cuprindea iepuri, caprioare,
mistreti, prepelite, rate sdlbatice si, mai ales,
dropiile — cele mai mari si mai valoroase pasari
din Baragan, oferea prietenilor si oaspetilor lui
Evanghelie Zappa  farmecul expeditiilor
cinegetice. De asemenea, exista un numeros
personal: dascdli de limbi si culturi striine,
consilieri, alti functionari, slujitori si slujnice.
Conacul era pazitde o ceatd de arnauti.



=< They also say that he became so rich, that he
wanted to cover his castle in gold coins and that he
filled with gold the laps of'the girls he liked, so that
they could marry with dowry. If the historical
documents present him as a enlightened boyard,
an humanist with capitalist ideas, the legends, in
change, show him a mean, vicious, vainglorious
and cruel man.

After ,,living many years on the lands of this
Romanian country”, Evanghelie Zappa
becomes Romanian citizen in the year 1844
and, with the citizenship, he gains the right to
have properties. In few years he become one of
the greatest owners of lands, forests, inns, flour
mills and alcohol factories.

In the year 1844 Evanghelie Zappa came to
Brosteni, where he bought the estate the New
Brogsteni, ,with all its bodies and names”,
according to the act signed at 11 December 1844,
from the cavalry commander loan Al. Filipescu,
called Vulpache, the son of the magistrate Al
Filipescu-Vulpe and son in law of the former
voivode Gh. Bibescu (1842-1848).

In good relations with some of the great
Wallachian boyards headed by Filipesti, Bibesti,
Slatineanu, Lehliu, Catargiu §.a., Zappa bought,
sometimes from them, other properties. We know
the goods that Zappa owned in Ialomita County
from his Will: ,, Brostenii with the mills, the felting
mill, the forests, the storehouses, the houses and
other things on it; Ulesti and Megiesasca with
their bodies and those added to them, Bereasca
with the inns and the Stoieneasca forest that is
named the Cat, with different bodies, Slujitorii
and Valea Macrisu with all on them, two villages
in a single body, Ceganii and Percenii with
marshes, forests ant others as such, in a body, all
these placed in Alumina District”. To them added
the Scutelnici- Buzau estate bought from
Constantin Lipanescu, the inheritance of the
Budesti estate, former property of Tancu Manu, the
dwelling and the Hotel Athena from Bucharest
(placed on Calea Mosilor, probably toward St.
Gheorghe Market), named in those times Cernica
Inn, a ,,distiller” (alcohol factory), placed 1,5 km
toward the Alumina shores, some properties in
Epirus. The flour mill with 12 clothes (stones),
was by its size, endowment and number of
employees unique in Walachia.

All these prove Evanghelie Zappa's
polyvalent personality, his concern for the
modernization and scientifically based practice of
agriculture, the creation of model-farms, the
equipping with agricultural tools from Vienna —
capital of the Habsburg Empire — and maybe from
France. He was also concerned to introduce
evidence systems adapted to modern
bookkeeping, to develop the industry for the
processing of agricultural products (mills, alcohol

factory) and others.
He wrote the bilingual book — Greek and
Romanian - ,Trantorul”, , including

experimental observations regarding the
agriculture and estates taxes”, a true manual for
the instruction of the Romanian people in the
question of systematic and efficient agriculture.
He was part of the initiative group of an
Agricultural Society in Walachia.

The drought from the years 1845/1846 that embraced the entire Europe
leaded to a rising of the prices for agricultural products and to a reducing of
the cereals exportation, seriously affecting the economical and social life. In
these conditions, Evanghelie Zappa send in April 1848, for sale, cartfuls
with wheat at Bucharest, Oltenita, Caldrasi, Buzau, Silistra, Ulmeni etc. In
the year 1851 he send in Russia, seriously affected by drought, an
appreciable quantity of flour, to support the army against the Turks. Because
in Bucharest he send ,,wheat at a low price (130 lei/ kila) ” and donated to the
City Council a big quantity of wheat, the monarch Gheorghe Bibescu
honored Evanghelie Zappa with the title of Baker, at 1 | February 1846.

Following Zappa's plans, in the year 1857, was build the mansion from
Brosteni, which had one floor, with roomy chambers, beautiful
embellished and luxuriously furnished. It is understandable that from
inside the dwelling did not miss the comfort, the good, even luxury,
shined the richness, the abundant, if not pompous life, the European
stile furniture, with porcelains, silver ware and books, all emanating
richness and abundant living. The mansion was surrounded with 2
meters high walls, with observation towers, had a beautiful orchard
with fruit trees and gardens with flowers meaning to add a plus of
hospitality. The fauna of the area where Zappa's mansion and estates
were and that included rabbits, dears, wild pigs, quails, wild ducks and
especially bustards — the biggest and the most valuable birds in Baragan,
offered Evanghelie Zappa's guests and friends the charm of cynegetic
expeditions. Also there was a numerous personnel: teachers of foreign
languages and cultures, counselors, other functionaries and servants. A
group of hirelings guarded the mansion.




in anul 1860, alaiul lui Alexandru Ioan Cuza,
aflat in drum spre Constantinopol, in care se afla si
poetul Dimitrie Bolintineanu, in calitate de ministru
al Culturii, afost gazduitlaconacul de la Brosteni al
lui Evanghelie Zappa, oaspetii fiind primiti cu o
deosebitd ospitalitate. Impresia lasata alaiului
domnesc l-a facut pe Alexandru loan Cuza sa
daruiascd gazdei un inel cu efigia domneasca, iar pe
Dimitrie Bolintineanu sd aibd numai cuvinte de
lauda la adresa resedintei boieresti. Din pacate,
de-a lungul timpului, capatind alte destinatii,
conacul lui Zappa s-a degradt treptat si a fost apoi
demolat, din el ramanand doar ruinele zidului de
incintd, ca o palidd o amintire a unui trecut glorios.

Trebuie mentionat ca, intre Alexandru Ioan
Cuza si Evanghelie Zappa s-a legat o stransa
prietenie, devreme ce domnitorul va reveni la
Brosteni in anii 1862 si 1863, iar Evanghelie Zappa
ii trimitea de la Brosteni chiar si produse alimentare
mai deosebite. De asemenea, Mihail Kogélniceanu
si Evanghelie Zappa il vor fi sfatuit pe Cuza cum ar
trebui sa fie infaptuita mai bine reforma agrara si ce
continut sa aiba decretul din primavara anului 1864
de infaptuire a reformei agrare. Evanghelie Zappa
si-a oferit printre primii mosiile spre delimitare,
conform legii agrare, cedand o treime din ele.

Din ce in ce mai popular si mai incarcat de glorie,
Evanghelie Zappa s-a bucurat de prietenia unor
personalitati precum: domnitorii Alexandru Ghica,
Gheorghe Bibescu si Alexandru Ioan Cuza, prim-
ministri ca Ioan Al. Filipescu si Barbu Catargiu,
Printul Ion Ghica, C.A. Rosetti, V.A. Urechia,
Dimitrie Bolintineanu, Mihail Kogailniceanu,
Nicolae Balcescu, C. Negruzzi si altii.

In anii 1853-1854 s-a construit biserica din
Brosteni cu trei hramuri - ,,Buna Vestire, Sfantul
Nicolae si Sfantul Gheorghe”, ,,(...) CU TOATA
CHELTUEALA D-LUI MARELE/ SERDAR
EVANGHELIE ZAPPA/ SI S-AU SAVARSIT LA
ANUL 1854", asa cum mentioneazd una din
pisaniile aflate deasupra intrarii in pronaos.

in exteriorul bisericii, dar in dreptul altarului, au fost construite cavourile
familiei Zappa, adevarate monumente funerare gen sarcofag si cu obeliscuri
realizate din marmura alba in Insula Paros (Grecia), imprejmuite cu gard din fier
forjat. Indeplinindu-se dorinta testamentari a lui Evanghelie Zappa, pe placa de
deasupra sarcofagului se afle inscriptia: ,, Aici zace padcatosul robul lui
Dumnezeu, ctitorul acestei biserici, Evanghelie Zappa, incetat din viata la anul
1865, luna iunie, ziua 20”,in timp ce obeliscul este incrustat cu un medalion cu
profilul sau, sub care sunt daltuite coroana, armele, medaliile si alte insemne
heraldice care-l reprezentau, precum si celebra inscriptie greceasca ,, Din partea
lui Zappa, Grecia sa aiba concursuri olimpice". Este unul dintre cele mai curate
si frumoase mesaje pe care le poate transmite un om posteritatii pentru a-i
nemuri faptele si numele!
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Personalitatea complexa a lui Evanghelie Zappa este demonstrata si de
o impresionantd opera de filantrop.

A contribuit decisiv la intemeierea Societatii Literare, care va deveni
ulterior Academia Romana, oferind domnitorului Alexandru Ioan Cuza, in
februarie 1860, o donatie de 3000 de galbeni, din care 2000 pentru
intocmirea unui dictionar romanesc, 200 pentru o gramatica si 800 pentru
realizarea unor traduceri din autori clasici, la care va mai adauga 2.000 de
galbeni pentru a contribui la fondul pentru premiile literare si stiintifice,

donatii ce vor constitui “Fondul Zappa, ca fond literar”. Gesturile sale nu
puteau ramane in afara recunostintei, astfel cd, pe coperta interioara a
,Dictionarului” lui A.T. Laurian si I.C. Massim, aparut la Bucuresti, in 1871,
se putea citi: ,, Memoriei fericitului Evanghelie Zappa, din allu cui fondu se
lucredzia si se tiperesce, se dedica acestu opu”. De asemenea, sculptorul
roman Karl Storck (1826-1887) a realizat un bust al lui Zappa, care a fost
amplasat in Sala Societatii Literare din Bucuresti, la 1 august 1865.




>< In the year 1860, Alexandru Ioan Cuza and his train, in the way to
Constantinople, in which there was also the poet Dimitrie Bolintineanu, as the
Culture Minister, was housed at the Evanghelie Zappa's mansion from
Brosteni, with special hospitality. The impression made to the lordly train made
Alexandru Ioan Cuza give to the host a ring with monarch effigy, and Dimitrie
Bolintineanu to speak highly about the boyard residence. Unfortunately, in
time, receiving other destinations, Zappa's mansion degraded and later was
demolished, remaining only the ruins of the precinct wall, like a pale memory

ofa glorious past.

We must mention that between Alexandru Ioan Cuza and Evanghelie
Zappa, appeared a close friendship. The prince returned to Brosteni in the
years 1862 and 1863, and Evanghelie Zappa even send him from Brogteni
special aliments. Mihail Kogalniceanu and Evanghelie Zappa counseled
Cuza about how the agrarian reform should be done and what content
should have the agrarian reform decree in spring 1864. Evanghelie Zappa
offered among the first ones his estates for delimitation, giving up,
according to the agrarian law, to a third of them.

More and more popular and filled with glory, Evanghelie Zappa
enjoyed the friendship of many personalities like: the princes Alexandru
Ghica, Gheorghe Bibescu and Alexandru loan Cuza, prime-ministers like
Ioan Al Filipescu and Barbu Catargiu, with Prince Ion Ghica, with C.A.
Rosetti, V.A. Urechia, Dimitrie Bolintineanu, Mihail Kogalniceanu,
Nicolae Balcescu, C. Negruzzi and others.

In the years 1853-1854, build the church from Brosteni with three
patrons - ,,Buna Vestire, Saint Nicolae and Saint Gheorghe”, ,,(...) WITH
THE ENTIRE EXPENSE OF THE GREAT CAVALRY COMMANDER
EVANGHELIE ZAPPA/ AND WAS FINISHED IN THE YEAR 1854", as
mentions one of the dedications placed above the entrance in narthex.

Outside the church, but on the line with the
altar, were build the Zappa family vault, real
funeral monuments of sarcophagus type and with
obelisks made of white marble in Paros Island
(Greece), surrounded with forged iron fence.
Fulfilling Evanghelie Zappa' testamentary wish,
on the plate above the sarcophagus was the
inscription: ,, Here lies the sinful slave of God, the

founder of this church, Evanghelie Zappa, passed

in the year 1865, month of June, day 20”. The
obelisk is encrusted with a medallion bearing his
profile, under which are carved the crown, arms,
medals and other heraldic signs that represented
him, along with the Greek inscription ,, On the part
of Zappa, may Greece have Olympic contests". It is
one of the purest and most beautiful messages that
a man can sent to the posterity and to gain
immortality for his deeds and name!

The complex personality of Evanghelie Zappa
is also proven by an impressive philanthropist
work.

He decisively contributed to the foundation of
the Literary Society, that will later become The
Romanian Academy, giving to the ruler Alexandru
Ioan Cuza, in February 1860 a donation of 3000
golden coins, from which 2000 for elaborating a
Romanian dictionary, 200 for gymnastics and 800
translations from classics authors, to which it will
add 2000 coins to contribute to the fund for the
literary and scientific awards, donations that will
constitute “The Zappa fund, as literary fund” . His
gestures couldn't stay out from gratitude, so that,
on the interior cover of A.T. Laurian and I1.C.
Massim “Dictionary”, appeared to Bucharest, in
1871, you could read: “In the memory of the
beatified Evanghelie Zappa, from whose fund is
working and printing”. Also, the Romanian
sculptor Karl Storck (1826-1887) has realized a
bust of Zappa, that was positioned in the Hall of
Literary Society from Bucharest to 1 of August
1865.



A contribuit cu 50.000 de galbeni la inzestrarea armatei
romane, cu o baterie de tunuri, a fost al cincilea donator, ca
sume, pentru refacerea capitalei tarii dupa devastatorul
incendiu din 23 martie 1847, a sprijinit financiar construirea
Atheneului Roman. Actele de caritate ale lui Evanghelie
Zappa vor continua prin ctitorirea unor biserici, prin
construirea de scoli, orfelinate, spitale si prin ajutoarele
oferite celor sarici.

Nu-si va uita orginile si va ldsa prin testament o parte din
imensa lui avere - 6 milioane de drahme!- “Natiunii Elene” si
alta parte varului si asociatului sau, Constantin Zappa. Donatia
unei sume exorbitante pentru acele vremuri, acceptatd de
guvernul grec. era destinatd pentru a infiinta “Institutia
Olimpicelor” si a finanta construirea unui complex
expozitional numit “Stabilimentul Olimpicelor”. A mai
donat lui Naum Vequilharsahi 10.000 de galbeni pentru
tiparirea unor carti albaneze cu caractere latine si a primului
ziar in limba albaneza, a subventionat substantial intretinerea
unor scoli infiintate de el in districtele Tepelena, Gjirokastra,
Permet si altele. Importante sume de bani primeau dupa
moartea sa biserica (1.700 de galbeni) si scoala elineasca din
Labova, precum si oamenii saraci din aceasta localitate natala,
biserica avand obligatia de a marca anual data de 25 martie/6
aprilie —ziua nationald a Greciei.

Dupa incetarea din viati a lui Evanghelie Zappa, virul
si colaboratorul sau, Constantin Zappa (1814-1891), ii va
indeplini dorintele testamentare, printre care 30.000 de
galbeni erau donati rudelor sale, iar majoritatea averii o
lisa virului Constantin Zappa pe considerentul ci ,a
lucrat impreuna cu mine cu credinta si-i sunt dator pentru
aceasta”.

Evanghelie Zappa si-a intocmit testamentul olograf la
Brosteni, la 30 noiembrie 1860, cu constiinta ca ,,omul fiind
muritor §i neavand dat de sus darul de a-gi cunoaste ceasul
mortii care-l ameninta in tot momentul”, trebuie ,,a-si regula
lucrurile inainte de a sosi ceasul acela”, ,,(...) astazi, la 60 de
ani ai varstei mele, avdand mintile intregi §i fiind intrutotul
sanatos(...) "

Destin sau stranie premonitie, cuvintele sale vor aveain
vara anului 1863 o alta greutate, deoarece, fara sa fi suferit
de ceva, se va imbolndvi grav si incurabil. Constantin
Zappa, impreund cu un doctor roman, l-au dus pe
Evanghelie Zappa, in octombrie 1863, la Paris, pentru a fi
consultat de cei mai reputati medici neurologi francezi.
Actul de consultatii din 5 octombrie 1863 punea un
diagnostic nemilos si incredibil: ,,atins de dementa si
paralizie generala” si ca Tn maxim 6 luni va fi ,, absolut
incapabil de orice gestiune”. Se Intunecase mintea unui
om care gandise limpede mai ales pentru binele semenilor
sai!

S-a stins din viata la Bucuresti, in ziua de 20 junie 1865
si a fost Tnmormantat in cavoul familiei din curtea
,, bisericii din Brosteni in fata sfantului altar din afara”.
Dorinta testamentara a lui Evanghelie Zappa a fost ca, la
4 ani dupa moarte — perioada ciclului olimpic!- osemintele
sale sa fie dezgroape, sa fie sfintite dupa canoanele crestine
si reingropate in Grecia : ,,capul in curtea sau in fata
stabilimentului Olimpicelor din Atena, iar oasele in curtea
scolii din Labova, pundand[u-se] deasupra acestor doud
morminte cdte o placa (piatra) cu urmatoarele cuvinte: la
cel din Atena: <<Aici odihneste capul...>> etc.; iar la cel de
la scoala din Labova: <<Aici odihnesc oasele...>> si
celelalte...”

Constantin Zappa i-a onorat dispozitiile testamentare,
date ca un manifest catre posteritate si a continuat cu
sfintenie opera caritabild a varului pana in a doua jumatate
a anului 1891, cand, in varsta de 77 de ani, a murit si el la
Menton, in sudul Frantei .

Opera de mecenat a lui Evanghelie Zappa este unica si
da un sens atat de progresist i umanitar banilor si averii
sale. Caci, deocamdatd, nu cunoastem un caz similar care
sa-si fi pus agoniseala in slujba crearii unor bunuri de pe
urma cultivarii cirora si beneficieze cit mai multi. In
filotimia sa, Zappa este fara pereche.




>< He contributed with 50 000 golden coins to the endowment
of the Romanian army with a battery of cannons, he was the fifth
donator, as amounts, for the restoration of the country's capital
after the devastating fire from 23of March1847, has financially
supported the construction of the Romanian Athenaeum.
Evanghelie Zappa's charity works will continue through the
foundation of churches, building schools, orphanages, hospitals
and through aides given to the poor ones.

He will never forgive his origins and he will leave by will, a
part of his huge fortune — 6 million drachmas! — to the “Hellene
Nation” and another part to his cousin and his associate,
Constantin Zappa. The donation of an exorbitant amount of
money for those times, accepted by the Greek Government was
designated to founding the “Olympics Institution” and to finance
the construction of an exhibitionist complex named “The
Olympics Establishment”. He also donated to Naum
Vequilharsahi 10 000 golden coins for printing some Albanian
books with Latin characters and to the first news paper in
Albanian language, he substantially subsidize the maintaining of
some schools he founded in the districts of Tepelena, Gjirokastra,
Permet and others. Important amounts of money were receiving
after his death the church (1700 golden coins) and the Hellene
school from Labova, as well as the poor people from this natal
town, the church having the obligation of annually marking the
date of 25 March\6 April — Greece's national day.

After Evanghelie Zappa died, his cousin and his collaborator,
Constantin Zappa (1814-1891) will accomplish his testamentary
wishes, from which 30 000 golden coins were donated to his
relatives, and the majority of his fortune was left to his cousin,
Constantin Zappa motivating that “he faithfully worked with me
and I owe him for this”.

Evanghelie Zappa wrote his holographic will at Brosteni, at 30
November 1860, aware that ” the man being mortal and not
having the gift of knowing his death time that threats him in every
moment” he must “regulate his things before that time comes”,
“(...) today, at 60 years old, in my full mental capacity and being
entirely healthy (...)”

Destiny or strange premonition, his words will
weight differently, because, without suffering for
something, he will severely and incurable get sick.
Constantin Zappa, along with a Romanian doctor, took
Evanghelie Zappa, in October 1863, to Paris, to be
consulted by the most reputable French neurologists.
The consultation act from 5 of October 1863 gave a
cruel and incredible diagnosis: “touched by insanity
and general paralysis” and that in maximum 6 months
he will be “absolutely incapable of any gesture”. The
mind of a man who was thinking clearly especially for
his kinds got dark!

He died in Bucharest, at 20 of June 1865 and he was
buried in the family's vault from the yard of the “church
from Brosteni in the front of the outside holly altar”.
The testamentary wish of Evanghelie Zappa was that,
after 4 years after his death — the period of the Olympic
cycle — his bones to be exhumed, to be sanctified after
the Christian cannon law and reburied in Greece: “the
head in the yard or in the front of the Olympics of
Athens establishment, and the bones in the yard of the
school from Labova, putting above those two graves a
stone with the following words: the one from Athens:
<<Here rests the head...>>" etc; and to the one from
the school in Labova:<<Here rests the bones o...>>
and therest...”.

Constantin Zappa honored his testamentary
wishes, given as a manifest to the posterity and
accurately continued his cousin charity work until the
second half of 1891, when, aged 77, he died too in
Menton, in southern France.

The work of mecena of Evanghelie Zappais unique
and he gives a sense of progress and humanitarian as
well to his money and fortune. Because, for now, we
don't know a similar case to put its earnings to create
goods from which as many people benefits. In his
generosity, Zappa is peerless



EVANGHELIE ZAPPA
recurs la paternitatea ideii jocurilor olimpice moderne

Perioada Renasterii a creat in Europa o adevarata fascinatie pentru cultura
Greciei antice, n secolele X VIII - XIX unele tari organizand festivaluri folclorice
si sportive neoficiale. Denumite nu de putine ori ,,Jocuri Olimpice” asemenea
manifestari incercau sa readucd atmosfera si spiritul Jocurilor Olimpice
desfasurate in vechea Elada, timp de aproape 12 secole, incepand cuanul 776 i.H.
si pand in anul 393 d.H. (293 de editii!), cand imparatul Theodosius,
considerandu-le jocuripagane, le-ainterzis.

Asupra paternitatii ideii realuarii Jocurilor Olimpice moderne istoria i-a
rezervat un loc de onoare baronului Pierre de Coubertin (1863-1937), retinand ca
la o conferinta privind sportul international, tinuta la Paris ntre 18-23 iunie 1894,
acesta a propus, iar cei 79 de delegati din noua tari au aprobat in unanimitate, ca
orasul Atena din Grecia sa fie gazda Jocurilor Olimpice din 1896, deschizand
astfel era olimpismului modern.

Adevarul istoric cere totusi sa se retind ca fascinanta idee
a renagsterii Jocurilor Olimpice si a valorilor olimpismului
antic este prezenta in diferite tari din Europa cu mult inainte
de 1896 si chiar de nasterea lui Pierre de Coubertin. inca din
anul 1836, un grup de eruditi si entuziasti greci propusese
ministrului de Interne, loan Coletti, organizarea anuald a
Jocurilor Olimpice la 25 martie, Ziua nationald a Greciei.
Pedagogul german J.C. Guts Muts (1759-1839) a lansatsi el
ideea renasterii Jocurilor Olimpice , in lucrarea sa
"Gymnastik fur die Jugend", impulsionat de cercetarile
arheologice intreprinse la Olympia de germani. S-a alaturat
acestei idei si englezul William Penny Brooks. Din aceasta
perspectiva, oamenii §i, mai ales, istoria nu au voie sa-1 uite
pe Evanghelie Zappa, artizan nu numai al unei puternice
miscari de reluare a Jocurilor anticei Elade, dar, mai ales,
sustindtor financiar exclusiv al intrecerii olimpice!

In prima parte a anului 1856, Evanghelie Zappa trimitea
din Bucuresti regelui Othon I de Bavaria al Greciei (1832-
1862) si guvernului, propunerea reinfiintarii Jocurilor
Olimpice la Atena, asigurdndu-i cd va pune la dispozitie
fondurile necesare.

Instiintat despre aceastd dorinta a lui Evanghelie Zappa,
Consulatul grec din Bucuresti a informat, la 6 iulie 1856,
Ministerul de Externe al Greciei despre disponibilitatea
bogatului om de afaceri de a reinvia anticele competitii
sportive si de a suporta el cheltuielile de organizare, precum
si constructia unor edificii sportive la Atena.

Propunerea a fost transmisd de rege ministrului de
externe al Greciei, Alex. R. Rangabé, un distins om de
cultura, arheolog de profesie, care ulterior va mentiona ca :
., I-am multumit lui Zappa pentru splendida sa idee si i-am
spus totodatd cd timpurile s-au schimbat fata de antichitate.
Astazi natiunile nu se mai disting ca atunci prin atletii §i
alergatorii cei mai buni, ci prin campioni in industrie,
mestesuguri si agriculturda. I-am sugerat sa fondeze Jocurile
Olimpice Industriale”.

Tergiversarea ludrii unei hotarari ferme l-a determinat pe
Evanghelie Zappa sa trimita, la 28 mai 1858, o noua petitie
regelui i guvernului Greciei, dar si cu o oferta clara: cedarea
a 400 de actiuni pe care le avea la Societatea elend a
vapoarelor si donarea a inca 3.000 de galbeni pentru a fi
fondata la Atena ,,Institutia Olimpicelor”, desfasurarea din
patru in patru ani a concursurilor numite ,,Olimpii”,
incepand cu anul urmator, 1859 si construirea unui complex
expozitional si cultural-sportiv.




EVANGHELIE ZAPPA
appeal to the paternity of the idea of Modern Olympic Games

The Renaissance period created in Europe a real fascination for the culture of
ancient Greece, in XVIII — XIX centuries some countries organizing folkloric
and sports unofficial festivals. Named many times “Olympic games” this kind of
manifestations were trying to bring back the atmosphere and spirit of the
Olympic games from the old Elada, for almost 12 centuries, starting 776 B.C. to
393 A.C.(293 editions!), when the emperor Theodosius, considering them
profane, prohibiting them.

Over the idea of retaking the modern Olympic Games, the history reserved a
place of pride to the baron Pierre Coubertin (1863-1937), retaining that at a

conference regarding international sport, kept in Paris between 18 — 23 June, he

proposed, and the 79 delegates unanimously approved that Athens from Greece
to host the Olympic Games in 1896, opening the era of modern Olympics .

The historic truth demands though to be retained that the
fascinating idea of the reborn of Olympic Games and the
values of ancient Olympics is presented in different
countries of Europe long before 1896 and even of the birth of
Pierre of Coubertin. Starting 1836, a group of Greek erudite
and enthusiasts proposed to the Internal Ministry, loan
Coletti, the annual organizing of Olympic Games at 25 of
March, the national day of Greece. The German pedagogue
J.C. Guts Muts (1759 - 1839) also launched the idea of the
Olympic Games reborn, in his work “Gimnasitik fur die
Jugend”, quickened by the archeological researches
conducted in Olympia by the Germans. The English William
Penny Brooks also joined the idea. From this perspective,
the people, but especially the history is not allowed to forget
Evanghelie Zappa, artisan not only to a strong movement of
retaking the Olympic Games, but especially, an exclusive
financial sustainer of the Olympic race!

In the first part of 1856, Evanghelie Zappa was sending
from Bucharest to the king Othon I of Bavaria of Greece
(1832 - 1862) and to the government, the proposal of re-
founding the Olympic Games in Athens, assuring them that
he put out all the necessary funds.

Announced of this wish of Evanghelie Zappa, the Greek
Consulate from Bucharest has informed, at 6 of July 1856,
the External Ministry about the availability of the rich
business man to revive the ancient sport competitions and to
sustain the organizing expenses, as well as building sports
edifices in Athens.

The proposal was sent by the king to the External
Secretary of Greece Alex R. Rangabe, a distinguished man
of culture, archeologist of profession, that will afterwards
mention that: “I thanked Zappa for his splendid idea and I
also told him that the times have changed from the antiquity.
Today the nations don't distinguish anymore trough the best
athletes and runners, but through champions industry,
craftsmen and farmers. I suggested him to fund the Industrial
Olympic Games”.

The postponement of taking a decision determined
Evanghelie Zappa to send, at 28 May 1858, a new petition to
the king and government of Greece, but also with a clear
offer: giving 0f400 stock holdings that he held to the Hellene
Society of Ships and the donation of another 3000 golden
coins to found in Athens “the Olympics Institution”, the
deployment from four to four years of the contests named
“The Olympics”, starting the next year, 1859 and building a
cultural-sportive exhibitional complex.




Printr-un decret regal emis la 15/27 august si dat
publicitatii la 19 august 1858, donatiile lui Evanghelie Zappa
erau primite de guvernul grec si se constituia o comisie care sa
organizeze,,Olimpiile”. Articolul 8 din decretul regal prevedea
ca, la premierea castigatorilor, sa se acorde medalii care
Laveau pe o parte inscriptia Othon I, regele Greciei,
Sfondatorul Olympiilor, iar pe cealalta parte o coroand
olimpica cu inscriptia: premiator Evanghelie Zappa ! Ingrata
este istoria, care va retine, iatd, ca regele Othon I era ,, fondator
al Olympiilor”, iar Zappa doar ,, premiator” !?!

Integrandu-se in epoca Intr-un context international plin de
rezerve si cu dificultatile inerente inceputului pentru o actiune
de o asemenea Insemnadtate, primele jocuri olimpice moderne,
desfasurate dupa planul lui Zappa, au fost inaugurate pe 15
noiembrie 1859, in prezenta familiei regale, a guvernului si a
altor personalitdti civile si militare. Desfasurate sub cupola

exclusiva a panelenismului, activitatile sportive au avut mai
degraba un caracter de “jocuri”, decat de “competitii” . Cei
peste 300 de concurenti s-au intrecut in probele clasice de
alergari - 200, 400 si 800 m, precum si sarituri, aruncari,
concursuri hipice. Atletii s-au intrecut pe strazile si in pietele
publice din Atena, stadioanele fiind un concept ce apartinea
antichitatii si o realitate aflatd sub straturile arheologice ale
Olimpiei. De asemenea, s-au organizat concursuri literare,
muzicale si folclorice, iarun loc central I-au ocupat expozitiile-
concurs, cu produse tehnico-industriale i agricole.

Ziarele epocii povestesc nenumarate anecdote, cum ar fi
cea a politistului numit pentru a asigura ordinea, care isi
paraseste postul pentru a participa la o cursd! Ba chiar si
povestea unui cersetor orb, care a luat parte la o competitie,
uitand in mod subit cd avea un handicap fizic!

Desigur, prima editie a Jocurilor Zappeiene — cum
vor fi denumite mai tarziu - nu trebuie judecatd dupa
criteriile de azi, nici sustrase observatiei critice, dar nici
ignorate!

Prin forta lor propulsiva, intr-o Europa care 1isi
definea natiunile, reluarea Jocurilor Olimpice Insemna
readucerea spiritulului olimpismului antic in epoca
moderna.

Era visul lui Zappa, un vis pe care l-a trait o singura
data, deoarce, la scurt timp, vizionarul intreprinzator
avea sa se stinga din viatd. Nu inainte de a-§i scrie
testamentul (1862) prin care dona o suma uriasa pentru
acea vreme (6 milioane de drahme), pentru infiintarea
“Institutiei Olimpicelor”, a “Stabilimentului
Olimpicelor” si ,,restaurarea Jocurilor Olimpice, care
sa fie celebrate la fiecare patru ani, dupa invataturile
vechilor greci, stramosii nostri”.

Schimbarea regilor (dupa 1862, lui Othon I 1i urmeaza George)
si faptul cd Grecia acelor ani era o tard mica si sdraca au determinat
reluarea Jocurilor Olimpice cu o intarziere de 11 ani, inanul 1870,
in conditii §i 0 organizare mai bune. S-au stabilit reguli si conditii
de participare, au existat sedinte de antrenament oficiale, sportivii
s-au prezentat in costum de sport si sandale de piele. Pentru prima
oara a fost intonat Imnul Olimpic si regele Greciei a inmanat
premiile castigatorilor. Succesul de public a fost extraordinar, pe
vechiul stadion al Iui Herodes Atticus, Panathinaikos (al tuturor
atenienilor) luand loc peste 20.000 de oameni !

Urmatoarele doua editii ale Jocuri Olimpice “Zappaiene” s-au
desfasurat in anii 1875 si 1889, organizator fiind loannis
Phokianos, directorul Gimnaziului Public. Manifestarile din
cadrul lor s-au apropiat si mai mult de spiritul Jocurilor Olimpice
antice pe care Zappa vroia sa-1 impuna epocii moderne.

Ultima editie a stat si sub semnul inaugurarii, la 20 octombrie
1888, la Atena, a impunatorului “Zappeion”, un uriag complex
expozitional, dedicat manifestarilor olimpice si ridicat, fireste, din
averea lui Evanghelie Zappa. Printr-o lege din 30 noiembrie 1869,
guvernul grec dispunea constructia cladirii, lucrarile incepand la
20 ianuarie 1874, sub coordonarea danezului Theophil von
Hansen. “Zappeion-ul” a gazduit intreceri ale Jocurilor Olimpice
moderne desfasurate dupa anul 1896, iar in anul 2004, cu ocazia
Olimpiadei gazduite de capitala Greciei, a devenit centrul de presa.

Prin toate componentele ansamblului sdau de preocupari,
puse dezinteresat in slujba promovarii olimpismului modern,
Evanghelie Zappa are dreptul legitim de a fi la asezat cu cinste si
onoare in panteonul valorilor si personalitdtilor olimpice pe care
intreaga lume le pretuieste.

Peste cele create din ideile si banii lui Evanghelie Zappa, ca si
peste initiatorul lor, s-a asternut, nu de putine ori, nemeritatul colb
al istoriei. Parca venit din mit si legenda, Evanghelie Zappa a
marcat cu personalitatea sa incontestabild o epoca de glorie in
istorie, cristalizind evenimente care raman pentru totdeauna in
modul de viata, in istoria civilizatiei si culturii universale.

Evanghelie Zappa nu stia ca prin opera sa scria o particica a
istoriei. Intr-un gest de suprema recunostint, si-1 incoronam post-
mortem cu ramura de madslin a nvingatorului olimpic, fiind
vrednic de recunostinta celor de atunci, de astazi si de maine!




£ Through a royal decree emitted at 15\27 August and made
public at 19 August 1858, the donations of Evanghelie Zappa
were received by the Greek Government and a commission was
constituted to organize “The Olympics”. Article 8 from the
royal decree prefigured that to the prize awarding of the
winners, to give them medals that “had on one side the
inscription Othon I, the king of Greece, the founder of the
Olympics and on the other side an Olympic crown with the
inscription : premiator Evanghelie Zappa”! Ungrateful is the
history that will retain that king Othon I was “the founder of
Olympics” and Zappa only “premiator” !?!

Integrating in the epoch in a reticent international context
and with difficulties inherent to the beginning, for such an
important action, the first modern Olympic Games, made after
Zappa's plans, were inaugurated on 15 November 1859, in the
presence of the royal family, the government and other civil and

military personalities. Taking place under the exclusive roof of
pan-hellenism, the sportive activities had rather a character of
“games” than “competitions”. Those over 300 contestants had
raced in the classics trials — 200, 400 and 800 meters and also
jumping, throwing, steeplechase contests. The athletes were
racing on the streets and in the public markets from Athens, the
stadiums being a concept of the antiquity and a reality kept
under the archeological layers of Olympia. There also
organized literary, musical and folkloric contests and a central
place was taken by the  contest-exhibitions, with technical-
industrial and agricultural products.

The newspapers of the times tell numerous anecdotes, like
the one of the policeman named to secure the order which
leaves his workplace to be in for a race! He even told to a blind
beggar, who was in the competition, suddenly forgetting he had
aphysical disability.

Of course, the first edition of the Zappian Games ~how they

will be named later — doesn't have to be judged after today's
criteria, neither eluded from the critical observation but not
ignored either!

Trough their propulsive force, in a Europe that was defining its
nations, the retaking of the Olympic Games means the recall of the
ancient Olympics spirit in the modern age.

It was Zappa's dream, a dream he lived only once, because, in
short time the visionary entrepreneur died. Not before writing his
will (1862) through which he left a huge amount of money for that
time (6 millions drachma) for the foundation of the “Olympics
Institution”, of the “Olympics Establishment” and for “the
restoration of the Olympic Games, that will be celebrated every
four years, after the ancient Greeks knowledge, our ancestors”.

The changing of the kings (after 1862 Othon I is followed by
George) and the fact that the Greece of those years was a small and
poor country conducted to the retaking of the Olympic Games 11
years later, in 1870, in better conditions and organization. Rules
and participation conditions were established, there were official
training sessions, and the sportsmen presented themselves in sport
costume and leather sandals. The Olympic anthem was sung for
the first time and the king of Greece gave the awards to the
winners. The audience success was extraordinary, on the old
stadium of Herodes Atticus, Panathinaikos (of all Athenians)
sitting down over 20 000!

The next two editions of the “Zappian” Olympic Games took
place in 1875 and 1889, organized by loannis Phokianos, the
principal of the Public Gymnasium. The manifestations within
them approached even more of the spirit of the ancient Olympic
Games Zappa wanted to impose to the modern times.

The last edition stood under the sign of inauguration, at 20
October 1888, in Athens, of the imposing “Zappeion” a huge
exhibitional complex, dedicated to the Olympics manifestations
and founded, of course, from Evanghelie Zappa's fortune. Through
alaw from 30 November 1869, the Greek government disposed the
construction of the building, the works starting at 20 of January
coordinated by the Danish Theophil von Hansen. The “Zappeion”
hosted racings of the modern Olympic Games that took place after
1896, and in 2004 with the occasion of the Olympics hosted by the
Greece's capital, has become the press center.

==

Through all the components of his preoccupations
ensemble disinterested put in service of promoting the
modern Olympics, Evanghelie Zappa has the
legitimate right of being placed with consideration and
honor in the pantheon of Olympic values and
personalities that the entire world prizes.

Over those created from the ideas and money of
Evanghelie Zappa, also over its initiator spread the
undeserved dust of history. As it was coming from the
myth and legend, Evanghelie Zappa marked with his
indubitable personality a glorious epoch in the history,
crystallizing events that remain forever in the way of
living, in the history of civilization and universal culture.

Evanghelie Zappa didn't know that through his
work he was writing a little part of the history. In a
gesture of supreme gratitude lets crown him post-
mortem with the olive branch of the Olympic winner,
being worthy of the gratitude of the ones from then,
today and tomorrow.



